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CC Docket No. 96-45

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REGULATORY UTILITY COMMISSIONERS
MOTION IN SUPPORT OF REQUESTS FOR EXTENSION OF TIME

Pursuant to Sections 1.46 and 1.44 of the Federal Communication Commission's

("FCC" or "Commission") General Rules of Practice and Procedure, 47 C.F.R. Sections 1.46

and 1.44 (1996), the National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners ("NARUC")

respectfully tiles this motion in support of requests for extension of time. In support of this

request, NARUC states the following:

I.

NARUC is a quasi-governmental nonprofit organization founded in 1889 to, inter

alia, improve the quality and effectiveness of public utility regulation. Members include the

commissions from all States, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands,

that regulate, inter alia, intrastate telecommunications services. NARUC also (i) nominates

state members to the 47 U.S.C. § 410 mandated Federal-State Joint Boards, (ii) actively

represents State interests in FCC dockets that impact state regulatory initiatives, and (iii)

collaborates with the FCC Common Carrier Bureau in matters of common interest.!

1 47 C.F.R. § 0.9l(c) states the CCB is to "[c]ollaborate with..state [PUCs] .. and
[NARUC] In...studies of common carrier and related matters."



II.

On November 18, 1996, the Common Carrier Bureau released a Public Notice [DA

96-1891] requesting comment on the Recommended Decision of the Federal-State Joint

Board by December 16 and replies by January 10.

III.

Last week, the Alaskan Telephone Association filed a petition asking that the

comment dates be move back by at least a week. Other requests for extensions of time have

been tiled seeking even more time. During the course of a recent conference call of State

Commission representatives to discuss the recent Joint Board recommendation, it was

determined that NARUC file this motion in support of extending the time for comment.

IV.

As Congress recognized in requiring the joint board procedure in this proceedings,

the final FCC action on the Joint Board recommendation will have a significant impact

upon (i) the regulatory regimes of every State commission and (ii) universal service

programs in every State. Although State interests were represented on the Board, the

need for broader State input on the numerous issues raised by the recommendation is

critical. The FCC's final decision will have a dramatic impact upon how local service is

provisioned in 1997 and beyond. NARUC has convened a working group to do some

preliminary analysis of the recommendation for its State commission membership.

However, the sheer volume of the 422 page decision makes it impossible to complete this

task in the time allotted. In addition, the intervening Thanksgiving holiday effectively

reduced the time available to discuss the ramifications of the order.
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Finally, the comment cycle established in the CC Docket No. 96-237 on infrastructure

sharing, and the host of § 252 arbitration decisions coming to fruition this month have

severely constrained the resources of NARUC's State commission members.

V.

Many of NARUC's members have been actively participating during every stage of

these proceedings. The FCC's proposed action (i) clearly raises issues of concern to those

members and (ii) will impact those members' ability to adhere to their respective mandates

to serve the public interest. No other participants' filed initial and reply comments can

adequately represent the viewpoints of these State commissions. These State perspectives

are necessary to fully illuminate the issues raised by the FCC's proposal and assure a

complete record upon which to base a decision. Hence, granting the requested extension

will serve the public interest by ensuring the various State commissions' continued full

participation.

VI.

Moreover, no party will be prejudiced by the delay. All participants will have the

same amount of time to formulate their comments. Also, it is clear, the deadlines in the

Statute for Commission action in May can easily accommodate a relatively short increase

in the time for comment like that requested by the ATA request.
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VI.

Accordingly, because of the critical importance of the issues raised by the FCC's

NOTICE to NARUC's membership, NARUC respectfully requests that the FCC grant an

extension of the filing dates for comments in the above-captioned proceeding.

Respectfully submitted,
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, JAMES BRADFORD RAMSAY, certify that I have served a copy of the foregoing on
all the parties on the attached service list by first class mail, postage prepaid, this 10th

day of December, 19%.


